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Foreword

It is amazing to think that time has passed by and that the second BMW “3 Series” has achieved such status that it war-
rants this special book on its 21st anniversary. Maybe it is due to the sheer longevity of its design, its ability to satisfy
the keen driver or its iconic status - but, whatever it is, there is no doubt that the E30 is one car from the past that will
stay with us into the future. It is a pending classic and prices for well kept models have started to escalate; furthermore,
there is a core of well cared for cars out there requiring basic attention by their dedicated owners. 

As a result, there has never been a better time for a book of this sort. By focusing on the common faults which crop up
repeatedly and by giving detailed, simple instructions regarding repairs, this book will be uniquely invaluable for own-
ers who wish to try their hand at their own maintenance, especially those who may previously have been prevented from
doing so by a lack of technical know-how or specific knowledge. 

When Andrew invited me to provide an input to the preparation of this book, I immediately agreed as I am all too aware
of the many people who are looking for simple advice to fault find and repair their cars through my involvement in
forums, my own website and BMW clubs. I feel this book is an excellent reference for those people who are deeply pas-
sionate about these cars, now three generations old. 

Being a fellow E30 owner, I am well aware of the devotion they continue to instill in the face of modern machinery. All
of the models have the essence of character, put the driver first, have great depth to their performance, are well styled,
classy, are robust, surprisingly cheap to run and quite easy to work on. They have all the qualities I like in a car; so much
so, I do not envisage a day that I will be without my own car. 

I’ll end with this note: when you are out driving next, look around for cars from the ’80s. The E30 is one of the very few
models of that decade which can be seen every day on our roads - and there is no better statement than that. 

Brendan Purcell 

The Press Launch Team March 1983
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Every once in a while, a manufacturer produces a car
which is a sure fire classic. To be a classic, a car has to
be an indelible part of a generation - the Morris Minor,
the early Minis, a vinyl roofed Mark 3 Cortina or in the
case of the eighties, the E30 BMW 3 Series. Why the
E30? It’s simple. 

Before the seventies, BMW was a very upmarket, ‘old
money’ maker of very expensive cars whose appeal
wasn’t immediately obvious. In a style conscious mid-
dle class Britain, anything with a vinyl roof, a bit of
wood and leather trim was considered upmarket - the
Cortina Ghia was a case in point. The fact that it wasn’t
actually that good didn’t deter buyers. 

By the eighties though, a new breed of young and
upwardly mobile go-getters were appearing,
Thatcher’s children or ‘Yuppies’ to coin a well worn
phrase. They were looking for something new with a
prestige badge, expensive enough to dissuade the
‘value-for-money’ seekers but not so expensive as to
be out of reach. Helped along by BMW’s ad execu-
tives, the E30 was just the right car at the right time
and definitely a car of its time. Wealthy housewives,
city boys on their way to their first 911 Turbo, Sloane
Rangers and the plain old style conscious all bought
E30’s. This really was the beginning of BMW’s cru-
sade to capture this market and today, the 3 Series is
still the car in its segment to own. The E30 enjoyed an
exceptional twelve year production run which was only
bettered by the 6 Series Coupe.

Ten years after the last 316i Touring rolled off the line,
the E30 is now hovering on the edge of classic status but
it still has a foot firmly in banger territory. Despite build-
ing a well over 2.3 million cars, old and neglected E30’s

which are still saveable are now ending up in scrap yards
for want of a bit of loving care - which is where you
come in. 

E30’s are still a very DIY fixable car, the parts are plen-
tiful and cheap new or used and a really nice one is still
a distinctive car that has worn its years well. Workshop
manuals don’t tell you everything and so the aim of this
book is to help you get the best from your E30, both in
terms of preservation and restoration - use it with a
Bentley manual and you’ll be unstoppable. 

A secondary aim is to make the cars go faster, something
owners have been doing for twenty years. Now that the
E30 is a cheap old car, the bits are old and cheap too and
building something with 200+bhp, with sorted handling
and brakes, is an inexpensive recipe for a bundle of
laughs  a description you cannot really give to a modern
E46, as wonderful and accomplished as they are.

The new BMW 3 Series; it’s much better, thank you
When the E30 was launched in March 1983 there wasn’t
really a lot of opposition. BMWs were more expensive in
real terms twenty years ago than they are today and some
price comparisons will seem startling. Bear in mind also
that a base price E30 came with no extras  steel wheels,
no sunroof or air conditioning, wind-up windows and
non-metallic paint jobs. If you thought the base model
was expensive, try adding a few options.

BMW 316 £6250 (5 speed £6775)
Ford Sierra 1.6L £5743
MG Maestro 1600 £6245
Alfa Romeo Giulietta 1.6 £6350
Ford Escort XR3i £6151
VW Golf GTi 1800 £6808
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Opel Manta 1.8S £5655
BMW 320i £8595
Ford Sierra 2.0 Ghia £8017
Fiat Supermirafiori 2000 £5244
Austin Ambassador 2.0HL £6551
BMW 323i £9655
Ford Capri 2.8 Injection £8125
Saab 900 Turbo 3 door £10,995
Porsche 924 £10,524

Compared to the opposition, at first glance the E30 did
not look overpriced but, as I said, the options could add
up. To make an E30 half decent you would need electric
front windows, alloy wheels, a sunroof, power steering
and a radio. That lot alone would add almost £1400 to
the total cost and suddenly an £8000 plus 316 was look-
ing a bit steep  especially with the clock in place of the
rev counter that some wag claimed was to measure the
acceleration! But the buyers just did not care and as a
result there are precious few base model cars about.
Helped along by some low-key but very effective mar-
keting, BMW then never stooped to the depths of TV
advertising as they could sell every car the factory could
make, and then some. Discounts were absolutely forbid-
den and it is thought that in the boom years many cars
were sold without the buyer bothering to take a test drive
 that is what iconic status does.

By 1987 the price of a fully loaded 325i Sport with every
option box ticked, leather, air conditioning, cruise con-
trol, electric sunroof, Blaupunkt New York with amplifi-
er and ABS, was nudging £24,000. Back in March 1983
that price was just £1000 short of a Ferrari 308GTB.
Spurred on by its unstoppable race success, the M3 was
the city boy’s favourite but, like the 316, it came with no
extras whatsoever. Improve the specification of a 1987
Evolution, with a base price of £27,381, by adding every
available extra and you would be paying over £33,000.

The E30 soon gained a hierarchy of models upon which

you were judged, although nobody thought the driver of
a red 316 with steel wheels was a loser; just someone on
the way up the ladder. Imitations of BMW alloy wheels
popped up, along with some then-fashionable body kits
from Zender and Richard Grant  happy days indeed. Yet
when the British economy collapsed and cars like
Porsche 911s became all but un-saleable, the E30 was
still sold in increasing numbers. Although the cars had
become a statement of how well you had done, they were
not too flash or conspicuous, although for a few years
key damage and stolen badges were rife.

When the E36 arrived in 1991, the E30 appeared to be on
the way down, although the Convertible and Touring
models lingered on for another couple of years. The
early examples were not as rustproof as they might have
been and ten years on, as the E30 began its descent into
banger territory, there seemed to be an unending supply
of scruffy examples.

The E30 22 years on
Compared to most others, the E30 was a well-made car.
However, it must be stressed that nothing lasts forever
and that model was never as rugged as the bigger
BMWs. So even if you go for one of the last 1993/4 cars,
it will still need careful maintenance and the odd repair
carried out. These cars are now at the age where the
attention outlined in a later chapter will steer them in the
right direction. A weekend of fettling and rust-proofing
will work wonders but if what you want is a car where
all you have to do is fill the tank with petrol and take it
to the garage once a year an E30 is the wrong car and
you should be looking at an E36 instead.

Original specifications
Unlike 99% of car manufacturers, BMW took the time to
record details of every car they made. Not only will
BMW in Munich have a record of what car you have, but
in most countries like Germany and Britain the importers
and dealers will have an accurate record too. By quoting
the chassis number (or the original registration number
in the UK), you can access the information. This is use-
ful to have before travelling many miles to look at a car.
Is it Henna red or Zinnober red? Did it have a limited slip
diff, brown or green tint glass? Maybe that cheap 325i in
the paper is a Sport and the owner doesn’t know.

Where did they go?
As the twentieth and twenty-first birthday of the E30 has
come and gone, the search for the first E30s is slowly
growing as hardcore E30 enthusiasts try to locate the
originals from 1982. As these cars slowly become recog-
nised classics, it is inevitable that the very early Y regis-
tration models will have added kudos. There are still
some out there, but not that many and few that are not

M3’s are now appreciating in value - but only excellent
examples in original condition
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rusty wrecks. The first RHD cars off the line in
November 1982 were six-cylinder 320i and 323i models
followed in January 1983 by the 316. The very first
examples of each model didn’t always come to the UK
though; the 320i chassis numbers begin with 743, the
323i with 753 and the 316 with 733.

At present, we have details of only a few of the very first
batch of cars and so far only one is known to exist. Of the
320i models, the first RHD car was 7435000 built in July
1982 as a pre-production prototype and registered by
BMW GB as TRD 413Y. This Sapphire blue car was
probably used as a technical training vehicle as it was
registered in January 1983 and subsequently written off,
either in an accident or sent back to Munich to be
scrapped. The next car is 7435001 and this is the second
RHD 320i to come to Britain. Built in November 1982,
it is also the first of the series production RHD 320i  tra-
ditionally BMW chassis numbers started with ‘001’.
Registered as YSS 999Y in Aberdeenshire, it was a black
car that was last used on the road on or before June 1st
1996 and was recently found rusting away in a damp
lock up, sadly way beyond any hope of restoration.

As for the 323i, despite its RHD status chassis number
7535000 did not come to Britain but was probably regis-
tered by BMW and used as either a test or press car.
7535001, the first of the series production 323i cars, hav-
ing been built in November 1982, came here in January
1983 and was registered the same month to BMW GB as
TRD 410Y. Baltic blue in colour, it was used last on or
before August 31st 1994.

What about the ‘TRX’ cars? For the launch in March
1983, BMW GB registered a series of eleven cars with
number plates ranging from TRX 881Y to TRX 891Y. As
yet, none of these cars has come to light and it is doubt-
ful that any still exist  the last of these cars to be taxed
was TRX 889Y, which expired in January 2002.

For the four-cylinder cars, a pair of two-door, blue 316
models were registered as TRX 892Y and TRX 894Y, the
former last being taxed in 2001 and it’s not known if
these cars went to the press launch in Spain, although
nobody at the launch remembers them. The 316 had a
slightly later start to life and although they were
launched along with the six-cylinder cars in March 1983,
production didn’t begin until January 1983 for the RHD
cars. Again, pre-production car 7335000 didn’t come to
Britain but the first series production 316 did. Chassis
number 7335001 is an Opal Green metallic 316 built in
January 1983 but not registered until June 1983.
Registered as PSP 310Y in Scotland, the last road tax
expired on December 1st 1997.

One lucky survivor was UBL 44Y, chassis number 179,
which was registered by BMW GB in February 1983 and
lent to MOTOR magazine as a long-term test car. After
this the car was sold to BMW Dealer Grassicks in Perth
where it underwent a couple of personal number plate
changes. Now in the hands of a BMW enthusiast in
Scotland, UBL remains in concours condition and was
featured in the September 2002 edition of TOTAL BMW
magazine. Bracknell registration numbers were AN, BL,
CF, DP, GM, JB, JH, JM, RD, RX and TF although thou-
sands of cars were registered as employee cars before
being sold on as used cars through authorised dealerships.

Once sold off by BMW GB, the press cars were scattered
to the four winds as BMW dealers all over Britain took
them. From here they just blended in with the other E30s,
rusted and wore out along with the others and eventually
ended up in scrap yards. Thanks to BMW’s detailed
records, I managed to get information on all the TRX
cars. Now it’s up to you to go and find them!

TRX 881Y: 323i, Henna Red, Anthracite cloth, chassis
7535036, built December 1982, registered January 17th
1983. Specification: Power steering, rear headrests,

Where many E30s ended up ......... E30’s make good budget club series racers
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Sport steering wheel, central locking, brown tint glass,
electric windows, headlamp wash wipe, alloy wheels,
electric sunroof and electric mirrors.

TRX 881Y: 323i, Henna red, Anthracite cloth, chassis
7535036, built December 1982, registered January 17th
1983. Spec: power steering, rear headrests, Sport
steering wheel, central locking, brown tint glass, electric
windows, headlamp wash wipe, alloy wheels, electric
sunroof, electric mirrors.

TRX 882Y: 323i, Henna red, Anthracite cloth, chassis
7535033, built December 1982, registered January 17th
1983. Spec: identical to TRX 881Y but with front fog
lamps. Road tested by MOTOR February 26th 1983 and
used at E30 press launch Valencia.

TRX 883Y: 320i, Gloss black, Anthracite cloth, chassis
7435155 Built December 1982, registered January 10th
1983. Spec: Limited slip diff, manual sunroof,
lockable glovebox, brown tint glass, steel wheels, manu-
al windows. Road tested by Autocar February 26th 1983.
Used at E30 press launch, Valencia.

TRX 884Y: 320i, Opal green met, Pine green cloth,
chassis 7435116, Built December 1982, registered
January 10th 1983. Spec: Limited slip diff, brown tint
glass, manual sunroof, lockable glove box, steel wheels,
manual windows. Road tested by Drive & Trail July
1983 and used at E30 press launch, Valencia.

TRX 885Y: 320i, Polaris silver, Pacific blue cloth, chas-
sis 7435130 Built December 1982, registered January
10th 1983. Spec: Limited slip diff, manual sunroof, man-
ual windows, brown tint glass, lockable glove box, steel
wheels. Used at E30 press launch, Valencia.

TRX 886Y: 323i, Henna Red, Anthracite cloth, chassis
7535029, built December 1982, registered January 10th
1983. Specification: as for TRX 881Y.

TRX 887Y: 323i, Opal green met. Pine green cloth,
chassis 7535070, Built December 1982, registered
January 10th 1983. Spec: Limited slip diff, alloy wheels,
green tint glass, electric windows, manual sunroof, head-
lamp wash wipe, power steering, central locking, front
fog lamps. Used at E30 press launch, Valencia.

TRX 888Y: 323i, Gloss black, Anthracite cloth, chassis
7535092, built December 1982, registered January 10th
1983. Spec: Recaro seats, central locking, brown tint
glass, electric front windows, headlamp wash wipe, alloy
wheels, electric sunroof. Used at E30 press launch,
Valencia.

TRX 889Y: 323i, Opal green met, Pine green cloth,
chassis 7535064, built December 1982, registered
January 10th 1983. Spec: Limited slip diff, headlamp
wash wipe, alloy wheels, electric sunroof, Sport steering
wheel, central locking, brown tint glass, electric win-
dows, front fog lamps. Used at E30 press launch,
Valencia.

TRX 890Y: 323i, Baltic blue met, Pacific blue cloth,
chassis 7535079, built December 1982, registered
January 10th 1983. Spec: Limited slip diff, alloy wheels,
green tint glass, electric windows, manual sunroof, head-
lamp wash wipe, power steering, central locking. Used at
E30 press launch, Valencia.

TRX 891Y: 323i, Bronze, Nutria cloth, chassis 7535107,
built December 1982, registered January 10th 1983.
Spec: Limited slip diff, headlamp wash wipe, alloy
wheels, electric sunroof, Sport steering wheel, central
locking, brown tint glass, electric windows. Used at E30
press launch, Valencia.

The Press Launch March 1983

        



316
This is, in E30 terms, the bottom of the barrel although
it’s a good car in its own right. Powered by the good old
M10 engine, production started in January 1983 and ran
right up to September 1988 with the last year’s produc-
tion being the facelift plastic bumper model. Available in
two- and four-door versions, you might even find a rare
Baur Cabriolet but they are not worth that much.

Advantages? Many! For a start, they are now very cheap.
Fuel economy is pretty fair (you should get 25mpg) and
when the carburettor is playing the game, performance is
surprisingly good with crisp throttle response and good
torque. It is also pretty reliable and mechanically
unbreakable. The M10, given an oil change every 6000
miles, just goes on forever. The timing chain will begin
to rattle at anything over 100,000 miles, but the simple
expedient of fitting a stronger spring in the tensioner will
keep that quiet for a bit longer. With only 90bhp avail-
able, the mechanical components are very under-
stressed.

The disadvantages are that most 316s are poverty speci-
fication  wind up windows, no sunroof, no power steer-
ing  the early ones even had a clock replacing the rev
counter in the instrument pod! The other disadvantage is
the carburettor. Early cars up until September 1983
(British A registration) used a Solex Pierburg 2B4 series
carburettor which was not too bad, although it was no
prize. Later cars used the Pierburg 2BE, the E standing
for electronic. If you think that an electronically con-
trolled carburettor sounds like a disaster area you will not
be disappointed because it truly is a terrible thing.
However, they can be replaced by a Weber twin-choke
carburettor. 316 Automatics were known to be absolute
dogs with terrible driveability problems although a

Weber carburettor will sort much of them out. But when
the original carburettor is working they are fine and are
better to drive than a Weber equipped car.

Markets like Greece and Yugoslavia had a 316S which
was a detuned 316 with a lower compression and a sin-
gle-choke Pierburg 1B2 carburettor robbed from a 1500
VW Golf.

Look out for (if only to avoid) the really basic four-speed
gearbox versions. These were never common but until
around 1985/86 the five-speed gearbox was still an
optional extra on these cars. However, do not discount a
really tidy one because fitting the five-speed gearbox and
prop-shaft takes just a day for a DIY mechanic.

316i
There are two versions of the 316i, the first one being the
model from September 1987 until September 1988. Sold
only in Europe and not Britain, this plastic bumper car
was the M10 316 but with a Bosch LE Jetronic fuel
injection system. It is a good car, but it was not to last
because it was replaced in September 1988 by the next
version with the M40 engine.

The M40 engine was, and is, a fickle beast. Given love
and attention, it is not a bad engine but anything with rat-
tling tappets and/or no service history is to be avoided at
all costs unless all you want is a cheap banger. It certain-
ly was not as good as the old M10 engine and the repair
costs are horrendous.

As the M40 engined car got older the more equipment it
acquired and late cars have power steering and central
locking, with the later 316i Lux models being very well
equipped. A Touring version was available later in its life
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and to be fair, the 316i doesn’t give much away to the
318i and the automatic gearbox works well on these.

318i
The 318i started production along with the 316 in
January 1983. Until September 1983 it was equipped
with the old mechanical Bosch K Jetronic injection sys-
tem and they were little flying machines capable of giv-
ing a Golf GTi a scare when fitted with the optional 4.1:1
final drive. BMW quoted 105bhp, but it is reckoned that
a good one gave 110bhp. These cars were not sold in the
UK until September 1983 with the advent of the four-
door E30, by which time the old K Jetronic had been
replaced with the economy-orientated Bosch LE system.
It is felt that a lot of the 318i’s sparkle was stubbed out
by LE Jetronic, although quoted power remained the
same it just didn’t go as well. By 1985 BMW had fitted
a lower final drive (4.1:1) that gave the 318i a bit more
go. Again, look out for early four-speed cars.

By September 1987 and the advent of plastic bumpers,
the 318i had gained the M40 engine. A Convertible and
Touring estate joined later.

Sum up? The 318i is the 316, but better. Performance is
a bit more peppy, the fuel consumption is often better and
the insurance costs hardly any more. Like the 316, many
older 318is were pretty sparse on the equipment and it
falls to the later cars to have power steering (essential in
my book) and central locking.

The 318iS
Towards the end of the eighties, BMW felt that they were
missing out on the younger buyers who were turning to
cars like the XR3i, Golf GTi and the Astra GTE. The E30
was becoming a bit too upmarket, and the M3 was very
expensive. So, using an engine planned for the next gen-
eration 3 Series (the E36), BMW created the 318iS as an
antidote to the smooth but breathless 320i.

The heart of the 318iS was the 16-valve, 1.8-litre M42
engine, itself a derivative of the M40 unit. Using twin
overhead camshafts driven by a chain, the M42 also had

separate coils for each cylinder  in many ways, it was a
junior version of the M3 engine and race versions used in
the E36 racers gave up to 280bhp.

Early cars used the gearbox from the M40 318i, later
ones a unique, close ratio Getrag 240 gearbox from the
E34 518i. Suspension was Boge M Technic, with 325i
type vented front and solid rear discs and either steel
wheels with a special wheel trim or 14/15 inch BBS
cross spoke alloy wheels were used. A deeper, colour-
coded front spoiler lip identified the iS, along with a
colour keyed rear spoiler. Although the distinctive front
spoiler lip was optional in some markets, virtually all
cars seem to have one. With sports seats and the M Tech
1 steering wheel, the 318iS looked and felt like a special
car and they have a devoted following today. Problems
include failing coils (which can often damage the ECU),
a leaking profile gasket allowing oil and water to mix
and noisy timing chains at high mileages. The model was
only available as a two door, in Europe and America.

320i
The 320i would have been the poor relation of the E30
range had it not sold so well. It embodied everything
that was good about BMWs with a superbly smooth
engine, but today they are a bit unloved. The trouble is
that the 325i costs very little more to fuel and insure, but
is vastly quicker, having an extra 45bhp. For all that
though, the 320i is a good car and a nice one is a lovely
drive. The engine is a bit breathless low down, but at the
top end they really sing although without the urgency of
a 325i or a 318iS.

As soon as you get into the plastic bumper models there
are still lots of good examples about, although many are
a bit tired now. Again, there are two- and four-door ver-
sions as well as a Convertible and a Touring. Specific
problems are few; the cracked cylinder head syndrome
being the only real problem area.

320iS
Never sold outside Portugal or Italy, the 320iS was an
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324d only sold in Europe.  
They were popular as Taxis - Alf Dickhaut

1989 320i with an after-market front spoiler and
de-chroming.  In Germany this is called 

“Shadowline” - Alf Dickhaut

323i standard interior from 1985 - Alf Dickhaut

effort by BMW to fight, and beat, Alfa Romeo in the
Italian under two-litre market. In Italy and Portugal,
cars over two-litres were heavily taxed, leading to some
rare specials, such as a turbocharged 2-litre V8 Ferrari
GTB. Basis of the 320iS was the 325i, or in two-door
form a 325i Sport with the M Tech body kit. Running
gear was pure 325i, but the engine was a short stroke,
2-litre version of the 2.3-litre four-cylinder 16-valve
M3 engine with 192bhp. It used an M3 five-speed sport
gearbox (dogleg gear-change pattern) and a lower ratio
final drive.

Quite few have now been exported out of Italy and a
good one is well worth seeking. Not all cars came with
the proper Bilstein M Tech suspension.

323i
The E30 323i had a lot to live up to – the E21 323i for
example. The E21 was a real he-man BMW, all oversteer
and white knuckles with a sparky 143bhp bite. The E30
version was initially a bit of a lemon with only 139bhp
and the earliest production cars only just made that fig-
ure. From September 1983, the power was upped to a
marginal 150bhp and two years later, the 323i was dead
– replaced by the 325i.

The problem with the 323i is that they are now so old –
at the time of writing anything between 19 and 22 years
old, mostly with rust, oil leaks and a myriad of owners.
Finding a good one is now almost impossible but if you
find one that’s half decent they are not bad – a 320i with
a bit more grunt. Available in two- or four-door guise
only, plus the odd Baur Cabriolet.

324d
The original 3 Series diesel created by the simple expe-
dient of fitting a standard 316 with a 524td engine – but
without the turbocharger. Performance is grim, but econ-
omy is good. Not sold in Britain, they are a fairly com-
mon sight in Germany, mostly with huge mileages. An
interesting curiosity for a few hundred quid, but that’s
about all.

324td
This is better. By fitting the 524td turbocharged diesel
engine into the E30, BMW built something that was the
start of BMW’s turbo diesel revolution. Again, they
were never sold in Britain but in Europe they were a big
success. Most are pretty worn out now, but importing a
late 324td Touring would give you an interesting and
practical car for not much money. These older diesels
still used a mechanical diesel pump and they are gener-
ally pretty reliable although BMW mechanics in Britain
will be puzzled.

A 1988 320i with 15 inch “King” wheels - These were
almost identical to Alpina wheels - Alf Dickhaut
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UK Spec.  First Generation 1987 325i Sport Dolphin
Grey with Alpina 16 inch non-standard 

wheels - Craig Pusey

An original M Tech II bootspoiler - Alf Dickhaut

1984 323i Baur Cabriolet.  This was an after 
market conversion based on any 

2 door E30 - Craig Pusey

325e
The first of the 325s, this was launched in Europe in
1984 but was never sold in Britain. An economy special,
it was a 323i but with the engine, gearbox and final drive
ratio from the 525e. With 125bhp and a red line of
4500rpm, it was low revving, tall geared, surprisingly
accelerative and very driveable. But it had the same
torque at around 3000rpm as a 3.5-litre and the engine
gave quite a lot of push. They were also capable of well
over 35mpg. But like the Eta concept, it failed and was
quietly forgotten in favour of the 2.4-litre Turbo diesels
because the 324td also offered 35  40mpg and diesel in
Europe is much cheaper than petrol.

325i
Ah, now we are talking. With 171bhp, the 325i embar-
rassed a lot of bigger and more expensive BMWs and
would give a 635CSi a good run for its money. Sport
models in both metal and plastic bumper forms were
proper hero chariots in their day, and a 325i is still a quick
car in absolute terms today. Many have been thrashed to
death though, and finding a decent one is becoming hard
work. Specific problems include cracked cylinder heads,
faulty ECUs on the metal bumper cars and the general air
of tiredness in old age suffered by all cars.

The 325i Sport was a UK-only car with M Tech body kit
and suspension, limited slip diff, close ratio gearbox (not
dogleg), sports seats, M Tech steering wheel, black head-
lining and a de-chrome job. 15-inch BBS wheels were
also standard. In Europe, a similar model was offered
called the 325i M-package (M Paket in Germany) that
was the same, but without the LSD, a commonly fitted
optional extra.  Plastic bumper sports often had Boge gas
dampers, not Bilstein

Convertibles
There are two types of convertible  the Baur Cabriolet 
with the integral T bar roof, and the vastly more desir-
able full convertible built by BMW. The Baur was a con-
version of a standard saloon, the convertible was a spe-
cial model. If you can, avoid the electric hood as it is a
disaster area. Performance of the 318i Convertible is not
sparkling because the convertible is heavier than the
ordinary saloon.

Tourings
These were built with all four engine sizes available
between 1988 and 1994. The 325i came first, followed
by the 320i and 318i and lastly the 316i. The last ever
E30 was a 316i Touring built in February 1994. Because
Tourings were bought new by a different kind of owner
than, say, a 325i Sport many have survived better. It
loses nothing in performance or handling to the saloon
and although it is no Volvo Estate, they are surprisingly

An early 325i Convertible.  
Much better than the Baur Cabriolet - Alf Dickhaut
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useful. For the little extra they cost, a Touring is a better
bet than a four-door saloon.

Limited Editions
BMW has never been a company to do limited edition
cars with bits tacked on. But they did produce a series
of models such as the SE and a special version of the
1984 320i and 323i. These were all constructed and
registered in late 1984 and around 300 were built, with
the 320i being most popular. The specification includ-
ed just one colour option which was Diamond Black
with anthracite trim and the BMW ‘Classic’ stripe kit
that the 635CSi and 735i SE had as standard. Other
standard features included a manual sunroof, electric
windows, 14-inch ‘bottle-top’ alloy wheels and M
Technic Bilstein sports suspension. The first limited
edition, the SE, appeared in mid 1986, for the British D
registrations, and was available on the 320i and the
325i. SE cars had power steering, electric windows, 14-
inch bottle-top alloy wheels, on board computer, rear
blind, headlamp wash/wipe and an electric sunroof.
325i models added ABS braking but a month later this
was standardised on the 325i. This SE package was
continued unchanged into the late 1987 plastic bumper
cars although 1990 model year cars were updated with
colour coordinated mirrors and bumpers, a three-spoke
leather steering wheel and other bits detailed later.

WHAT HAPPENED WHEN?
An exhaustive list of modifications and changeover
/model launch dates are given elsewhere, but the life of
the E30 could be divided into three main groups. Only
one is a major facelift, and even then many of the
changes and alterations BMW made are less than obvi-
ous. This is why, when ordering new bits or scrounging
the breaker’s yards for second-hand bits, never assume
that a part from a 1987 model will fit a 1988 without
question  very often it will not. 

MODEL 1983
As launched in Britain in March 1983 and in Europe
fractionally before, this was the original E30 of which

precious few remain. 316, 318i, 320i and 323i, 4-doors
from October 1983 plus the odd Baur Cabriolet. 195/60
tyres on six-cylinder cars, three-speed automatic trans-
missions on early cars, no plastic wheel trims on steel
wheel cars. Speedometer reads up to 140mph only, three
red lights for overdue service.

MODEL 1986
The first E30 upgrade, with most changes introduced in
September 1985 after the August factory shut down.
195/65 tyres replace the 195/60s, revised final drive
ratios, 325i replaces 323i, new front valance lower lip,
larger front seats with new type seat upholstery 
(‘Country’ pattern), revised instruments with 150mph
marked speedometer and only one red overdue service
light. Steel wheel cars fitted with full size plastic wheel
trims on six-cylinder cars. Analogue clock replaces dig-
ital. Full Convertible, SE and Sport introduced.

MODEL 1988
The big one. Plastic bumpers, deeper front valance,
deeper rear valance contoured around rear bumper, larg-
er rear lamps, rear wheel-arches are set lower in the rear
quarter panels (a feature introduced on the 1986
Convertible), new E32 7 Series style elliptical head-
lamps, Touring models introduced. M40 engines phased
in, updated Motronic fitted to 325i, replacing LE
Jetronic on 320i, new radiator design, new interior trim.
320i gains twin-tube gas dampers.

A 325i Touring with 15” BBS Wheels - Alf Dickhaut
1990 325i SE with Hartge wheels.  De-chromed with

318iS front spoiler lip - Craig Pusey

Early and late speedos; from September 1985 the
speedo read to 150mph and 240km/h
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MODEL 1990
Minor revisions with new interior trim, new wheel trims,
318iS and Lux models launched with a slightly striped
pattern trim. ‘Smiley’ headlamps with the semi circular
cut outs in the reflector.

THE M3
Although all E30 M3s are pretty much the same, there
are plenty of different models with a few subtle differ-
ences between each.

M3
This is the standard car where production began in
September 1986. Leather or plain cloth trim
(Houndstooth type check), 15-inch BBS cross-spoke
wheels, black camshaft cover, 200bhp, fuel tanks with a
total capacity of 70 litres with a 55-litre standard E30
tank plus an additional boot mounted 15-litre tank.
195bhp when fitted with catalyst, later cars with 215bhp
and catalyst from September 1989. American market
cars used a 4.1:1 final drive and a standard 535i (Getrag
265) overdrive gearbox with the 195bhp catalyst engine.
Standard equipment on US cars included leather trim,
electric windows and sunroof, air conditioning, radio
and cruise control. They are identified by having orange
marker lamps (reflectors) on the sides of the front
bumper, a brake light in the rear screen and a mph
speedometer, although Canadian cars use the standard
kph unit. They both have a seat belt warning light in the
check control panel. Both cars also use a standard E30
fuel tank with 55 litres and no additional tank. Numbers
produced? 5187 cars were built up to August 1989 and a
further 3544 catalyst cars up to May 1989. From here,
the 215bhp catalysed version took over in September
1989 and 1914 such cars were assembled until
December 1990. This later 215bhp catalysed engine is
the same unit as the Cecotto limited edition. All M3s had
ABS braking.

M3 Evolution
505 cars built from February to May 1987. Revised
cylinder head but still 200bhp. Lightweight boot lid,
(drilled holes), modified front bumper with steeply raked
splitter extension, extra rear splitter under rear boot
spoiler. Air scoops instead of front fog lamps, M3 badges
on sill kick strips. The Evolution cylinder head is marked
with an ‘E’ stamped at the back but this is very hard to
spot with the manifolds in place.

M3 Evolution II
Based on the Evolution with 501 cars built from March
to May 1988, although the plaque on the centre console
says 500 cars. Only three colours available, Nogaro
Silver, Macao Blue and Misano Red. Engine power was

Experimental M3 instrument cluster.  Note rev counter -
Alf Dickhaut

1989 M3 tartan interior.  All M3’s had the bolster in 
centre of rear seat back, making the M3 

a strict 4 seater - Alf Dickhaut

One of the most successful racing saloons ever.
An original works racing M3 is now very 

collectable - Craig Pusey

Standard M3 Engine bay - apart from cam cover 
colour they all look the same - Alf Dickhaut

        


